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12-DAY MEKONG RIVER CRUISE THROUGH LAOS AND THAILAND FROM
VIENTIANE TO CHIANG RAI
Trip Code: RVLAT11US
Duration: 12
Destination: Laos Thailand
Travel Dates: 2020/2021
DAY 1

Vientiane—Boarding (D)

At 2 pm you check in and board the Mekong Pearl, a comfortable German–Laotian cruise ship. This unique
river vessel is the first of its kind to offer cabins on the upper Mekong. First you settle into your comfortable
cabin and unpack for a 12-day cruise.
In the afternoon, you join a guided city tour that includes highlights of the Laotian capital such as the Pha That
Luang stupa and Patuxai, known as the Arc de Triomphe of Vientiane. Back on board your river vessel, you
enjoy its spacious decks and lounge before attending your welcome reception and dinner. A selection of Asian
and European food is provided throughout the cruise.
Overnight on board.
DAY 2

Wild Nature Along the Mighty Mekong (B/L/D)

Today your Mekong river cruise experience starts. During the day, you cruise upriver, where you discover some
of the most remarkable, impressive landscapes.
In the afternoon, you enjoy the beautiful views and watch nature’s wonders along the Mekong’s shores before
your boutique ship stops at a quiet place to stay for the night.
Overnight on board.
DAY 3

Powerful Rapids and the Town of Salakham (B/L/D)

Further north the landscape becomes more and more spectacular: hills covered with tropical vegetation, aweinspiring rock formations along the riverbanks, and a diverse array of rapid currents and slow rivulets. During
the day, you visit the dreamy town of Salakham.
The power of the mighty Mekong gives your cruise the feeling of a real expedition. You enjoy the beautiful
views and watch nature’s wonders along the riverbanks before your ships heads north again and stops for the
night.
Overnight on board.
DAY 4

The Farming Village Ban Don Saingam (B/L/D)

Upstream you stop at the small farming village Ban Don Saingam, where you can participate in a 30-minute trek
to explore a hidden cave visited exclusively by Mekong River Cruises guests.
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The purely natural landscape is only broken by the seldom sights of small villages and local herds of cattle.
Overnight on board.
DAY 5

Xayabouri Dam (BLD)

During and after breakfast on board, you enjoy the beautiful view and possibly watch local fishermen along the
shore. On the way, don’t miss the Xayabouri Dam, the biggest hydroelectric power plant in Laos. In the
afternoon, you meet the inhabitants of a small hill tribe village regularly visited by our guests and supported by
donations.
Overnight on board.
DAY 6

Kuang Si Falls and Luang Prabang (B/L/D)

In the morning, you join a guided shore excursion that takes you to the Kuang Si Falls, some of the most
beautiful waterfalls in Laos. In the afternoon, you reach Luang Prabang, the former royal capital of Laos, now a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
In the evening, you walk up Mount Phou Si, which offers a spectacular view of the Mekong and Khan Rivers
and the surrounding mountains. You enjoy a stroll along the Mekong promenade and visit the colorful Hmong
night market before having dinner on board and attending a traditional Lao dance performance and a Baci
friendship ceremony.
Overnight on board.
DAY 7

The Royal Capital, Luang Prabang (BL)

In the early morning, you can observe the traditional giving of alms in the streets of Luang Prabang and explore
the traditional morning market. After breakfast on board, you join a guided city tour, which includes the
National Museum of Luang Prabang, situated in the former royal palace, and a local handicraft village.
In the afternoon, you are free to explore the city on your own. Luang Prabang offers many opportunities for fine
dining. Tonight you can choose from the numerous restaurants in town or along the Mekong River.
Overnight on board.
DAY 8

Pak Ou Caves (BLD)

During breakfast, you cruise takes you upstream until your boutique ship stops at the famous Pak Ou Caves,
within which thousands of small Buddha statues dwell. From there, you can go on a short jungle trek through
the forest to a small riverside village and visit their distillery.
Alternatively, you can reach the village comfortably by boat. Nearby you can see work elephants in action,
unless they are employed elsewhere at the time of your visit. That afternoon, your ship continues cruising
upstream towards Oudomxay Province.
Overnight on board.
DAY 9

The Mighty Mekong (BLD)

The river traffic thins out as you proceed upstream, and you can enjoy the fantastic landscapes surrounding you.
You can relax on deck, in your comfortable cabin or in the lounge and soak up the sun as the gorgeous
landscape becomes more and more spectacular: hills covered with tropical vegetation, awe-inspiring rock
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formations along the riverbanks, and a diverse array of rapid currents and slow rivulets. The power of the
mighty Mekong gives your cruise the feeling of a real expedition.
Overnight on board.
DAY 10

Relaxation and Village Life (BL)

Today you relax on deck, enjoying astonishingly diverse landscapes and the tranquility of northern Laos—a real
retreat from the hustle and bustle of daily life back home. As you cruise along the green hills, you start heading
toward Pak Tha. That evening, you enjoy our famous Mekong River Cruises barbecue dinner in a beautiful
riverside location.
Overnight on board.
DAY 11

Pak Tha and Huay Xay (B/L/D)

In the small village of Pak Tha, you join a long-tail boat excursion on the Namtha River, which takes you to a
nearby Khmu village, whose school has been supported by donations from Mekong River Cruises guests for
many years. The purely natural landscape is only broken by the seldom sights of small villages and local herds
of cattle. In the afternoon, you proceed to the Thailand–Laos border at Chiang Khong, Thailand, and Ban Huay
Xay, Laos. In the evening, you enjoy your last dinner on the Mekong. Overnight on board.
DAY 12

Farewell, Mekong! (B)

After breakfast you say goodbye to your Laotian crew. You check out and disembark your boutique ship before
transferring to the airport or your local hotel.
It’s a bittersweet goodbye to an adventure you won’t soon forget!

Terms And Conditions
Liability
Tweet World Travel (herewith called the Company) acts as a co-ordinator for all persons taking these tours
in the making of all arrangements for transportation, sightseeing and hotel accommodation. The Company
does not own, manage, control or operate any transportation vehicle, any hotel or restaurant or any other
supplier of services. All vouchers and tickets issued are subjected to the terms and conditions specified by
the supplier and all services are subjected to the laws of the country where the services are provided.
Unforeseeable circumstances such as force majeure, adverse weather, flight rescheduling, hotel overbooking
and faults with transportation or road conditions may also have an effect on the tour itinerary after the
commencement date. Any decision made in respect of tour services by independent suppliers/operators or
airlines to re-route or amend the itinerary due to any of the above or similar circumstances is at the discretion
of the tour service provider and Tweet World Travel shall not be liable for any claim whatsoever arising
from such events. We strongly urge all customers to undertake a high level of personal responsibility in order
to ensure that possessions, equipment and personal documents are closely monitored and protected at all
times. We also strongly advise all customers to purchase appropriate travel insurance to protect you from
financial loss and personal injuries in the event of an emergency.
You acknowledge and agree that there are inherent risks involved in participating in the tour, including
without limitation possible contact with native flora/fauna, local residents, unforeseen events and travel in
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remote locations. By making a booking, you agree to accept all risks associated with the tour. You agree to
unconditionally release us from, all liability, including without limitation in contract and in tort, for any
cause or action, including any injury, damage, loss, cost, delay, additional expense or inconvenience caused
directly or indirectly as a result of the inherent risks associated with the tour, or any force majeure events or
other events which are beyond our control, including but not limited to war, civil disobedience, terrorism,
insurrection, accident, explosion, sickness, fire, floods, severe weather, acts of God, acts of Government,
alteration or cancellation of scheduled air services, accidents to or failure of machinery or equipment or
industrial action.
If we or our service providers are affected in any way by a force majeure event, we may in our discretion
vary or cancel any itinerary or arrangement in relation to the tour as we consider necessary, without incurring
any liability to you.
Each service provider is responsible for the part of the tour it conducts. Service providers are not our agents
or employees and are not under our direct control. We therefore do not warrant the performance of any
service provider. We do not accept, and you release us from, all liability for any injury, loss, damage, costs
or expenses, including without limitation any property damage or personal injury, that you may suffer which
arises out of any act or omission of a service provider or operator who provides services in connection with
your tour. Any claim that you may have in relation to a service provider should be raised directly with that
service provider.
You are responsible for any injury, loss, damage, costs or expenses arising through your own fault. You
agree to indemnify us against all actions, proceedings, claims, demands, expenses and costs (including legal
costs on a full indemnity basis and whether incurred by or awarded against us) as a result of, or arising in
relation to, whether directly or indirectly, your participation in the tour or any act or omission by you in
relation to the tour. To the extent permitted by law, we do not accept any liability in contract, or otherwise
for any injury, damage, loss (including consequential loss), delay, additional expenses or inconvenience
caused directly or indirectly by the acts, omissions or default, whether negligent or otherwise, of third party
providers over which we have no direct control.
Under circumstances where our liability cannot be excluded and where liability may be lawfully limited,
such liability is limited to the remedies required of us under applicable law (including the Australian
Consumer Law). This liability clause is subject to your rights under the Australian Consumer Law and
nothing in these terms and conditions is intended to limit any rights you may have under the Competition and
Consumer Act 2010 (Cth). Additional expenses incurred due to delay, accident, natural disaster, political
action & un-rest must be borne by the traveller.
Programs, prices & services plus conditions are based on those valid at the time of print and therefore subject
to change without prior notice. Participation to tours imples your agreement to the above condition.
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